
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix C 
 
 

Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Environmental Quality  
 

Water Quality Standards 
For toxic analytes 

 
 
 

Extracted from  
 

STATE WATER CONTROL BOARD 
 

9 VAC 25-260 Virginia Water Quality Standards. 
 

Statutory Authority: § 62.1-44.15 3a of the Code of Virginia. 
 

WITH AMENDMENTS EFFECTIVE JANUARY 12, 2006 
 

 
Refer to 9 VAC 25-260 for detailed comments on the standards summarized herein! 

http://www.deq.virginia.gov/wqs/ 





9 VAC 25-260-140. Criteria for surface water. 
 
A. Instream water quality conditions shall not be acutely2 or chronically3 toxic except as allowed in 9 VAC 
25-260-20 B mixing zones. The following are definitions of acute and chronic toxicity conditions: 
 
"Acute toxicity" means an adverse effect that usually occurs shortly after exposure to a pollutant. Lethality 
to an organism is the usual measure of acute toxicity. Where death is not easily detected, immobilization is 
considered equivalent to death. 
 
"Chronic toxicity" means an adverse effect that is irreversible or progressive or occurs because the rate of 
injury is greater than the rate of repair during prolonged exposure to a pollutant. This includes low level, 
long-term effects such as reduction in growth or reproduction. 
 
B. The following table is a list of numerical water quality criteria for specific parameters.  
 
When information has become available from the Environmental Protection Agency to calculate additional 
aquatic life or human health criteria not contained in the table, the board may employ these values in 
establishing effluent limitations or other limitations pursuant to 9 VAC 25-260-20 A necessary to protect 
designated uses until the board has completed the regulatory standards adoption process. 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


